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Seviet Use of Japazess POV Inbor

During the winter of [ |the POW labor dattalion of which 25X1
pember wes engasdd in the Lrawnoriation of "war trophiee” Wy alad and Trne 25X1
acrofs the frozen Hpilung Lmug;] River from Heiho (127-21, B0-15), Manchuria

to Blago%ihchenaﬁ Sibveria. :

After completing the above transporiation the bmttalion wne split., with some of
the POW'g detsilod to work in the fielde and wome to factorias snd nills.
remanined in Blseoveshchensk. Jeprneee officers were separated from NCO's and
euliebol Bon and were laken, 8%ill wearlag theiy avuy wsiforuwe, o oVher sections
of Siveris.

he paet experisnce of the individual POV was ueuslly the deteruining facltor in
his nssigruent by the Sovist authorities.

25X1

Irontuent and Politienl Indgctring _Japangsp POWe

The hesvy clothing worn by the POW's waa tgken fron them daring processing and
Yhay e LEsugd uo glLoimitg aiuer assigrment Yo a3 Labor Pattalion. The food
wag extranely Bad ond of incufficient gquanbity. Malnulrition wes prevalent and
typizs HeCond SOVOrE.

Of the 2,000 men originally in mource's ¥0Y battalion, approximstely two-thirde
died Trom a combination cf asinutrition, tyrhnz pnd the bitter cold.

gimsonent was providsd for the POWia, and vhan an ntteapt was made %o organize
; Tie%y show Lt wes fouwnd that gatherings of more than thirty psrsons were
prohibliied. The FOV'e snoipd “mugwort’ nnd dried lesves, sané wsed newspnpere
for ¢lzaretie paper.

A Doanlinl wns opened, ot thare was no equipnent, and the only medicines pvallable
wers Ghose blought by the Japeneee soldlers themsslves. Thers wers faw doctors,
Wit eorirsl LuPees aiaisiered to the 11, '

Lectures given st weekly or twics-woskly meetings of the battalion called by
the Soviete includsd a) praise of the principles of Communiam, snd b) mmalyais
of the errors of Japanese niliterism, the fault: of the "Zaibateu' and the
errora of Japan's politics nnd forelgn policy.
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Sondition of the Soviet Resldontaof the fres

Food was séarce and the shortage® of goode was scute; children were, for ths usost
part, witbout shoes and clothing adequate to protect them from the assvers cold.
The residents begged constantly from Socvist soldlerc passing through the eity,
and the POW's tradad them socks znd underwear for goods such ae tobaceoo.

Randpaent of Soylek Troapg

Military squipment of Soviet troops was of poer quality., Arme carrisd by the
Soviet soldiers appeared to be s combination of various w2apons, some prohably
captured on the Busgo~Geruan froui, of Geraan, Japanese and Soviet meke. The
clqthing worn by the soldiers wns shabby and thair ahcaﬂ ware of rubber, which
had broken and cracked.

This docunmeont contains information
affactin; the nationel defenze of the
United gtqtes witiin the nmeaning of
the Fs?ic‘n""e f'"t' 50. JeieCu 21 =d
32 as apended, Ite trenemiacicrnor .
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